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Clinical Skills 
Self Assessment

 Verification of Expected Death


	Registered Nurse Name: 

	 

	Registered Nurse Signature:  
	 

	Date self-assessment completed: 
	 











WE STATEMENT

We focus on continuous learning, innovation and improvement across our organisation and the local system. We encourage creative ways of delivering equality of experience, outcome and quality of life for people. We actively contribute to safe, effective practice and research.


INTRODUCTION 

This self‑assessment competency framework supports healthcare professionals in assessing and evidencing their knowledge, skills, and confidence in the Verification of Expected Death in accordance with local policy, national guidance, and professional standards and must only be completed following evidence of successful completion of VOED training.

SELF ASSESSMENT

It is important for a nurse to self-assess annually after completing Verification of Expected Death (VoED) training for several professional, legal, and patient-centred reasons:

1. Maintaining Patient Safety - Verification of death is a high-risk, sensitive clinical responsibility. Annual self-assessment helps ensure the nurse remains confident in recognising death accurately, identifies any gaps in knowledge or skill that could lead to errors and practices safely and consistently, even if the skill is used infrequently.

2. Professional Accountability and Scope of Practice - Nurses are professionally accountable to work within their competence. Regular self-assessment demonstrates adherence to the NMC Code (prioritising safety, competence, and reflection), helps confirm ongoing fitness to perform verification independently and provides evidence of reflective practice if competence is questioned. 

3. Skill and Knowledge - Verification of expected death may be performed infrequently, especially in some clinical settings. Annual self-assessment helps identify skills that may have declined over time, highlights the need for refresher training or supervised practice and supports confidence when the situation arises unexpectedly the clinician should address learning and development needs with their line manager to ensure they remain competently working within their Scope of Practice.

4. Legal and Policy Compliance - Local and national guidance, as well as employer policies, may change. Annual self-assessment ensures the nurse remains up to date with current legislation, guidance, and local protocols, understands escalation requirements and reporting responsibilities and can evidence compliance in the event of a complaint, investigation, or coroner’s review.
5. Quality of Communication and Compassionate Care - Verification of death involves supporting families at a highly emotional time. Regular reflection encourages review of communication skills and emotional intelligence, supports culturally sensitive and compassionate practice and helps nurses recognise their own emotional responses and resilience needs.

6. Documentation and Governance - Accurate documentation is essential following death verification. Annual self-assessment reinforces good record-keeping standards, reduces the risk of omissions or inaccuracies and provides governance evidence for employers and regulators.

7. Continuing Professional Development (CPD) and Revalidation - Annual self-assessment supports reflective accounts required for NMC revalidation, demonstrates commitment to lifelong learning and helps identify relevant CPD activities linked to end-of-life care.

In summary, annual self-assessment after VoED training ensures that nurses remain safe, competent, legally compliant, and professionally accountable, while continuing to deliver compassionate care to patients and families at the end of life.

	Competency & Awareness
	Assessed Competent/ Non competent
	Comments
	RNs signature

	Legal, Ethical, and Professional Responsibilities
	
	
	

	I can demonstrates understanding of the legal and professional framework surrounding verification of expected death.
	
	
	

	I can understand the difference between verification and certification of death
	
	
	

	I can understand accountability and scope of practice
	
	
	

	I work within local policy and national guidance

	
	
	

	I can demonstrate awareness of safeguarding and reporting concerns
	
	
	

	Recognition of Expected Death
	
	
	

	Correctly identifies an expected death and confirms eligibility for verification.
	
	
	

	I can confirm death as expected and anticipated.
	
	
	

	I review relevant documentation (care plan, DNACPR, Respect Forms etc.)
	
	
	

	I can differentiate expected from unexpected death.
	
	
	

	I can identify circumstances requiring escalation.
	
	
	

	Clinical Assessment and Verification
	
	
	

	I can performs a systematic and respectful clinical assessment to verify death.
	
	
	

	I confirm absence of signs of life using an approved process.
	
	
	

	I can demonstrate correct technique and sequence.
	
	
	

	Recognises findings inconsistent with death.
	
	
	

	Maintains dignity and infection prevention measures.
	
	
	

	Communication and Compassionate Care
	
	
	

	I can communicate clearly and sensitively with relatives and others present.
	
	
	

	I can use clear, compassionate language.

	
	
	

	I can respond appropriately to distress and questions from loved ones and health care professionals. 
	
	
	

	I can provide immediate guidance on next steps.

	
	
	

	I can demonstrate cultural and spiritual awareness.

	
	
	

	Documentation and Reporting
	
	
	

	I complete accurate, timely, and legally sound documentation.
	
	
	

	I record verification clearly and contemporaneously.

	
	
	

	I know the importance of documenting date, time, and findings accurately.
	
	
	

	I complete required organisational forms in a timely manner.
	
	
	

	I escalates concerns appropriately and quickly. 

	
	
	

	After‑Death Care and Next Steps
	
	
	

	I can initiate appropriate actions following verification of death.

	
	
	

	I advise relatives on what happens next and provide them with EFH Aftercare Booklet. 
	
	
	

	I liaise with relevant professionals / services.

	
	
	

	I always maintain dignity of the deceased. 

	
	
	

	I understand when post‑death care can proceed and act professionally in doing so. 
	
	
	



I confirm that this self-assessment is an honest reflection of my current competency in the Verification of Expected Death.


Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Date: ___________________________________________________________________
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